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Tear Thief Resources 1a

Resource 1a: Example Whoosh Script

1) The streets were dark and dotted with puddles. A Tear Thief crept and leapt 
along the street carrying a bag the colour of the moon. It was only her 
reflection in the puddles that could be seen.

2) She climbed a tree on a quiet street and watched and listened. She listened 
hard and heard a child crying in their bath: desperately trying to avoid having 
his hair washed.

3) She crept along the rooftops until she was closer. She snuck into the 
bathroom and pounced towards the boy, collecting a large round tear that 
dangled from the end of his nose.

4) Whoosh!
5) She dived out of the house and flew up a lamp-post to hear the next crying 

child. This time it was a girl demanding chocolate. She wailed and tears 
cascaded down her cheeks. The Tear Thief collected them all and the more 
she took, the more tired the girl became.

6) Next she stole tears from a boy who had trapped his fingers in a flute then 
from a baby being changed. Fighting twins provided more tears and then so 
did a boy caught telling a lie.

7) Whoosh!
8) The Tear Thief sat on the rooftops, with rain falling around her, and cuddled 

her sack. The tears inside were different colours and she noticed how 
beautiful they were.

9) She hastened to a girl who was stood under a lamp-post crying real tears of 
sadness. As she began to collect them, the girl saw her reflection in the 
puddle and shrieked.

10) The Tear Thief agreed to tell the girl all about herself if she could have her 
precious tears. The girl closed her eyes to listen.

11) The Tear Thief paced around the girl, explaining that the light of the moon 
comes from tears. She then disappeared.

12) The girl searched for her in all the puddles along the street and then is 
reunited with her dog who raced towards her through the puddles.

13) Whoosh!
14) The girl returned home with her dog and gasped at the sight of the moon –

brighter than she had ever seen it before. She then has a brief glimpse of the 
Tear Thief pouring her sack of tears into the moon.

15) Whoosh!
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Tear Thief Resources 1b

Resource 1b: Performance Feedback Sheet

Eye contact

Characterisation

Actions and 
movement

Back to the 
audience?

Clear speaking 
voice

Told the story in 
order
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Tear Thief Resources 2a

Resource 2a: Dictated Sentences

Read these loudly and clearly to a partner. Read them twice. 
Give your partner time to write the sentences down. Only 
mark the words and punctuation in pink. 

The Tear Thief had short hair.  (5 marks)

She crept into town.   (2 marks)

She had big eyes.    (3 marks)

The Tear Thief wore a pretty dress.  (5 marks)

She was beautiful. (3 marks)

Her job was to steal the tears from children. (5 marks)

The Tear Thief heard a boy crying.  (5 marks)

The boy was in the bath. (4 marks)

She snatched the tear from his nose. (4 marks)
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Tear Thief Resources 2b

Resource 2b: Dictated Sentences

Read these loudly and clearly to a partner. Read them 
twice. Give your partner time to write the sentences down. 
Only mark the words and punctuation in pink. 

The Tear Thief had short, spiky hair.  (6 marks)

She crept silently into town.   (3 marks)

She had big, round eyes.    (6 marks)

The Tear Thief wore a pretty dress made of a handkerchief.  

(6 marks)

She was beautiful but was also invisible. (4 marks)

Her job was to steal the tears from crying, angry children. 

(6 marks)

The Tear Thief heard a boy crying and sobbing.  (6 marks)

The boy was in the bath. (4 marks)

She climbed into his house and snatched the tear from his

nose. (6 marks)
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Tear Thief Resources 2c

Use the vocabulary to write your own sentences about the 
Tear Thief. When you are ready, read them twice to your 
partner. Give your partner time to write the sentences down.

Words about the Tear Thief

crept silvery sack puddle short
spiky white hair big grey
eyes dress silk slippers jumped
pounced sharp ears quiet silent
smoke sneaked slipped stole peeped
listened plucked whispered girl dog
moon bright gone vanished tear

Common exception words

the they a was house
climb bath door because children
should would clothes behind most
old many even she where
come some beautiful pretty eye
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Tear Thief Resources 3a

Resource 3a: Role on the Wall

Inside the outline, write all the words you can think of to 
describe The Tear Thief’s appearance and personality. 
Outside, write her thoughts and feelings when she meets 
the girl who has lost her dog. 
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Tear Thief Resources 4a

Resource 4a: Setting Description

See Hear Taste

Touch Smell
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Tear Thief Resources 5a

Resource 5a: Instructions Planning Sheet

Title: Introduction:

Equipment list:
•
•
•
•

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3:

Step 4: Step 5: Step 6:

Useful words:
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Tear Thief Resources 5b

How to make the moon shine

TOP TIP!

Stay away from puddles!
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Tear Thief Resources 5c

Resource 5c: Muddled-up Instructions

Gently pour the tears of every child into the moon’s light.

How to make the moon shine
Did you know that the light of the moon is made from tears of 
laughter, boredom and anger? The most beautiful part of the moon’s 
shimmering light comes from tears of pure sadness. 
Equipment list: 
• The tears of children
• A silvery, waterproof sack
• Silent, silk slippers
• Invisible ladder
• The moon
Have you ever wondered why the moon shines so brightly at night? 
Read these instructions to find out how you can make the moon 
glimmer and gleam.
When the sack is full, use the invisible ladder to climb up to the 
moon. Don’t look down!

Afterwards, sneakily enter the house of a crying child.

Place the tears into the sack. Repeat.

Next, make sure you have a silvery, waterproof sack. 

First, place on your feet a pair of silent, silk slippers. You will need 
these to creep around houses.

Tiptoe up to the child and carefully collect their tears.


